
ost contractors have
been in this predicament
more than once: They

apply the last coat of finish, thinking
the job’s done and the check is on the
way. Then, they get the phone call that
there’s a problem spot on the floor.
Whether it’s a footprint, a hair, or some
dust that made its way onto the top-
coat, the culprit needs to be removed
before the homeowner writes the
check.

The first thing to do is determine the
severity of the problem. If it’s a scratch
all the way down to the wood, that’s a
major repair. If the problem is only in
the finish, however, the repair can be
relatively easy and painless as long as
the correct procedures are followed. 

M

Taking the Trash Out
Remove debris in the finish with a seamless repair 

By Kim M. Wahlgren
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Necessary materials:
• drop cloth or cardboard (floor protection)
• clean, lint-free rag
• abrasives: pads, strips and/or screen
• finish

Necessary tools:
• hand scraper
• vacuum
• brush or applicator pad

Step 1: 
Because this problem is debris on top of
the last coat of finish, we’ll be able to
scrape it off and recoat the area. It’s
always a good idea to clean the area with
a recommended floor cleaner. Then,
scrape the finish, staying at a slight angle
to the floor, working with the grain.
Lightly draw the scraper toward you—
never putting pressure on the scraper as
it moves away from you. As you move to
the edges, taper the area to help avoid a
distinct line. 

Step 2:
Lightly scrape until all the debris
appears to be gone, being careful not to
scrape all the way down to bare wood.
Check visually and by hand that all the
debris has been scraped off the finish.
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Step 3:
Vacuum the area to remove any grit
that would cause scratches during the
next step—sanding. Using a brush
attachment on the vacuum helps avoid
scratching the floor. 

Step 4:
Scraper marks tend to show through
finish. To avoid that, the floor should be
abraded. Use the recommended abra-
sive for use between coats of the finish.
Abrasives typically used include either
a pad-and-strip system, or a piece of a
screen backed by a pad. 

Step 5:
Abrade the floor. Apply light pressure
with your palm, not your fingertips,
which would cause small ridges and val-
leys in the finish. Feather out around
the edges 2 to 3 inches past the scraper
area.

CIRCLE 45 ON REPLY CARDCIRCLE 44 ON REPLY CARD
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Step 6:
Vacuum the area again, and carefully
check the floor visually and by hand.

Step 7:
Now it’s time to tack the floor using a
lightly dampened rag. To dampen the
rag, follow the finish manufacturer’s
recommendations—usually water for
waterborne finish, and mineral spirits
for oil-modified polyurethane.

Step 8:
Before applying finish, make sure the
floor has dried completely. You can use
fans to accelerate drying. Then, mix the
finish well to evenly distribute flattening
agents. Pour a small amount of finish
into the center of the work area. 

Here, a small paper cup is used to
pour the finish. Be sure not to use cups
with a wax lining, which could cause
contamination.

CIRCLE 42 ON REPLY CARD
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Step 9: 
Brush from the middle of the repair to
the outer edge, tapering out so the finish
is thinner near the edge. This helps
avoid creating the appearance of a ridge
or halo. (Some contractors further pre-
vent that by carefully taping off the ini-
tial repair area at board edges and end
joints, helping to camoflauge finish
marks.) If a large amount of finish had to
be scraped off, use several thin coats of
finish—don’t try to use one thick
coat.

Step 10: 
Once the finish is dry, this repair is
indistinguishable from the rest of the
floor. Finish repairs on floors that had
aged longer may take a little time to age
and blend in completely with the rest
of the floor.

And Beyond... 
This same technique applies to other
types of finish repairs, whether they are
footprints or other blemishes in the fin-
ish. Scratches that don’t go all the way
down to the wood can be repaired this
way, skipping the scraper step and
going straight to the abrasive.

Remember to use the proper safety
equipment at all times. Use gloves when
necessary, especially with catalyzed
products, and use respirators when rec-
ommended. �

Wood Floor Mart
By Allwoods & WoodFloor Mart a div. Of Llobell Bernstein Co.  US-Brazil-Paraguay-Bolivia-C.America

leading manufacturers of exotic wood floors and millwork

prefinished solid plank flooring unfinished solid plank flooring
3/8” x 3” x RL & 5/16” x 3” x RL & 3/4” x 3” x RL

Precision Milled, tongue & groove plank
Natural Finish/semi-gloss UV Alum.Oxide

Micro beveled edges

Amaretto Tobacco

AmberWood, GingerWood, TeakWood, RoseWood, IvoryMaple, OliveWood, Green IronWood, Redland Rose, 
PepperWood, TobaccoWood and MochaWood are also available.

Bamboo Brazilian Cherry Brazilian Maple Mahogany

Manufacturing Plant and Warehouse 630 NW 113 Street, Miami, FL, 33168
Tel 305-835-0601   Fax 305-751-1302   1-800-WOOD-FLA

www.woodfloormart.com   Email info@woodfloormart.com

3/4” x 3”-4”-5”-6”-8”-9” and up
Wide Planks, square edges

Precision Milled, tongue & groove
Millwork to match flooring
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