Op-Ed for Customization



Instructions

· An opinion-editorial is a 500 to 600-word article that expresses the opinion of an individual or group. 
· It is a prewritten piece that will be printed as-is in your local newspaper.
· Customize the op-ed by filling in the blanks with information about your company and make any other changes to the copy as you see fit.
· Then, identify the contact at the newspaper who receives op-eds for consideration. This is normally the editorial page editor or will likely be the same contact who receives letters to the editor.
· Newspapers will often only be willing to run an op-ed that has not appeared in another media outlet, so if your submission is accepted in one newspaper, it’s best not to pitch it again to another outlet.
· Know that it can take a couple of weeks for newspapers to run an op-ed after it’s received. 




HEADLINE
By [Name, Title, Company]

“I love these wood floors!” Watch any of the popular home-buying or renovation shows on television and you’ll most likely hear it at some point. 

It’s not just on television though. According to a national survey of more than 1,000 United States homeowners on behalf of the National Wood Flooring Association (NWFA), two-thirds of homeowners say they would choose wood floors for their dream home.

However, the results of NWFA’s 2019 Industry Outlook survey indicate that growing demand for non-wood/wood-look floor coverings is among the top concerns of wood flooring manufacturers, distributors, retailers, and contractors. 

Here at [Company Name] in [City/Community Name], we contribute to the wood flooring industry by [insert details of what your company does]. Our recent experience has been [Include any appropriate observations/what customers are asking for/impact to your business by wood-look products]. 

We are partnering with the NWFA on an industrywide campaign to help homeowners learn more about the characteristics and benefits of real wood floors. The “Real Wood. Real Life.” campaign was created to inform homeowners of how to choose the right floor, why they should select a professional for the job, and proper maintenance. It also shows various stages of life happening on wood floors to demonstrate they can handle the big and small moments each day brings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, what really is a wood floor? The NWFA recently developed a formal definition of real wood flooring, which states wood flooring is any flooring product that contains real wood as the top-most, wearable surface of the floor. That includes solid and engineered wood flooring, as well as composite engineered wood flooring, which contains real wood on the wearable surface. 

Today’s wood floors are durable enough to withstand the traffic of busy families, including pets and kids who make messes. Routine cleaning requires nothing more than a broom or dust mop. When properly installed and maintained, wood floors can last hundreds of years. 

Only real wood floors are durable, attractive, and easy to clean. They’re crafted to stand up to all phases of your life. And, using real wood benefits local companies like mine, where we employ [insert number] of your neighbors. 

To learn more about why wood is truly the only flooring surface that can last for the life of a home, please visit [your website – if you have relevant content available] or WoodFloors.org. 
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